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All information in this guide is correct at time of going to press.  
For latest updates, additional events and to book please check: 
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/cbl
www.citybusinesslibrary.eventbrite.com

Welcome to the new CBL events brochure 
for 2017

Due to the popularity of our seminars, we have 
now expanded the programme to cover a four 
month period.  This programme will bring you 
more seminars to support you on your business or 
self-employment journey. We have lots of exciting 
special seminars listed in the event highlights 
section that will help you grow your business in 
2017. Our special events include: how to access 
Finance for a start-up, Small business networking 
and International trade via Hong Kong.

We are also pleased to announce that our 
Business Librarians have qualified as Business 
Advisors. You can now book a one to one session 
with them where they will cover a range of topics 
to help your business move forward.

In 2016 we expanded our online services with 
the introduction of our E-Learning platform 
giving you access to over 500 different online 
courses which you can do in your own time.   
We also launched our live chat business advice 
platform which can be accessed for free (if you 
live in London.) Both of these can be found on 
our website www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/cbl.

Finally, watch out for our City Business Library blog 
which will be starting in January 2017!

WELCOME



JANUARY 4
Start your year planning your business and 
finding more information about how to 
access finance.

FEBRUARY 5
Our special event this month is about 
international trade in Hong Kong. Also 
don’t miss our career change workshop.

HIGHLIGHTS 7
Find out more information about the 
special events we have coming up.

ONE TO ONE ADVICE 8
If you need one to one support, City 
Business Library has lots of options for you 
if your are starting a business or looking for 
a job.

MARCH 9
City Business Library will be celebrating 
International Women’s Day with a Women 
in business event.

APRIL 11
Don’t forget to join our small business 
networking event this month!
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10 JAN  
10:00 – 12:00  City Business Library
Introduction to starting a business   

10 JAN  
14:30 – 16:30  Mary Jane Boholst
Successful networking for introvert entrepreneurs  

12 JAN  
14:30 – 16:30  Craig Murley
Secrets of big brands that all business should know  

17 JAN  
14:00 – 16:00  Dwain Reid
How to get over your networking nerves  
in 6 easy steps 

18 JAN  
10:00 – 12:00  Nicola Millington
Ultimate guide to connecting with bloggers  

18 JAN  
14:30 – 16:30  Cemanthe McKenzie
Building your social media strategy  

19 JAN  
10:30 – 11:30  City Business Library
Researching company information   
and creating contact lists

19 JAN  
12:00 – 14:00  City Business Library
Small business networking lunch Networking 

19 JAN  
14:30 – 15:30  City Business Library
Researching the market for your business  

24 JAN  
10:30 – 12:30  ICAEW
Many ways of accessing finance for your start-up

24 JAN  
18:00-20:00  City Business Library
Finance for start-ups

25 JAN  
18:15 – 19:15  Renate Ciobotea
How to write winning CVs in the digital age  

26 JAN  
14:30 – 16:30  Diane Hinds
Fine tune your business message  

31 JAN  
10:30 – 12:00  Jose Santiago
Business finance for non finance managers
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01 FEB  
14:00 – 16:30  Mike Loomey 
SEO tips and tricks to make Google love your website 

02 FEB  
14:30 – 16:30  Elliot King
Super skills digital marketing  

07 FEB  
14:30 – 16:30  Buzz Bar
Introduction to HTML, CSS and JavaScript/Jquery 

08 FEB  
14:30 – 16:30  Cemanthe McKenzie
Marketing for small business  

08 FEB  
17:15 – 19:15  Karen Fearon
Career change workshop  

09 FEB  
10:00 – 11:30  Ian Grey
Practical ways to protect your company from cyber attacks 

09 FEB  
14:30 – 16:30  Prasan Modasia
Prepare yourself for setting up a company  
with or without co-founders

14 FEB  
10:30 – 11:30  City Business Library
Researching the market for your business  

14 FEB  
14:30 – 16:30  Mary Jane Boholst
The secrets to the perfect elevator pitch  

14 FEB  
14:30 – 15:30  City Business Library
Researching company information  and creating contact lists

16 FEB 
17:30 – 19:30  City Business Library
International Trade: Focus on Hong Kong and China 
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Highlight

See page 10  
for more 
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16 FEB  
12:00 – 14:00  City Business Library
Small business networking lunch Networking 

21 FEB  
10:00 – 12:00  City Business Library
Introduction to starting a business  

21 FEB  
10:30 –12:30  Rosie Davies
How to do fashion PR on a limited budget  

22 FEB  
14:30 – 16:30  Cemanthe McKenzie
Building your social media strategy  

22 FEB  
18:15 – 19:15  Renate Ciobotea
How to write winning CVs in the digital age  

23 FEB  
Various   Colin Rutt
121 CV clinic  

23 FEB  
14:30 – 16:00  David Farbey 
How to get public funding for your business  

28 FEB  
10:00 – 12:00  Nicola Lucas
Legal surgery for start-ups  



Finance for Start-ups 
24 JAN, 18:00-20:00, City Business Library

If you’re just starting your business or have been trading for less 
than 2 years, one of your major considerations is how you might 
finance your venture. Join us for an evening of presentations 
from Startup Direct, NatWest and Crowdcube about the 
different types of finance available and the advantages/
disadvantages of different funding vehicles.

There will be opportunities for networking with other delegates 
and in-depth discussions with the presenters over refreshments.

Cost £10
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International Trade: Focus on Hong Kong and China
16 FEB, 17:30-19:30, City Business Library

Hosted at the City Business Library, this event will provide 
information and advice for UK companies interested in learning 
more about opportunities in Hong Kong and about Chinese 
business culture. It will discuss the main opportunities and 
challenges for small businesses looking to do more business with 
these countries. Cost £10

Women in Business
City Business Library will be celebrating women in business 
after International Women’s day in March. The event will 
focus around entrepreneurship, start-up and business 
growth. The details of this event will be released later in  
the year. To find out more keep an eye on our website  
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/cbl
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Small business networking lunch
Monthly, City Business Library 

City Business Library is pleased to launch our new series of 
lunchtime networking events. Taking place every third Thursday 
from 12pm, there will be a short talk from a guest speaker 
and a chance to network with like-minded entrepreneurs 
over lunch and refreshments. This is an opportunity for you to 
connect with a wide variety of people from all sectors and 
introduce your business to them.
Please see our Eventbrite page for details of our guest speaker 
each month
Cost £10

N
e

w
 M

o
nthly Eve

nt

HIGHLIGHTS



CV Clinic

How confident are you about your CV? 
It might have been perfect in the past 
but remember a good CV should be 
updated regularly. 

City Business Library offers a bespoke 
one to one service with Colin Rutt who 
will help you sharpen up your CV and 
get that job. Remember to bring a copy 
of your current CV with you.

https://121cvsessions.eventbrite.co.uk 

£10

One to one advice 
for your business

Do you want to start your own business 
but not sure how to? 

Why not book an hour with one of our 
qualified Business Advisors/Librarians 
to get advice on how to start your 
business and guidance on: the legal 
status of your business; raising finance; 
who you need to tell; where you will 
trade; intellectual property; researching 
your industry. We can also advise you 
on how to write a business plan and 
introduce you to financial planning for 
your business. 

For further details, www.cityoflondon.
gov.uk/cbl , or telephone 020 7332 1812 
and we will be happy to tell you more.

Free Business Start-up 
Advice Service

We have recently partnered with 
MiVentures. My Incubator Ventures is  
a unique online business incubator 
offering advice, knowledge and access 
to a vibrant, online, small business 
community.

Through MiVentures you can also create 
a business profile, share to promote your 
business or receive support for your 
business through live chat or online 
business templates and fact sheets.

If you are based in London and need 
business advice or a quick question 
answered you can access this service 
for free!

Social media surgery

Do you really know how to use social 
media? There are so many different 
platforms out there, and it is constantly 
evolving which can be very daunting. 

City Business Library offers one to one 
sessions with our resident social media 
expert who will help you discover, 
develop and grow your online presence.

Register your interest in our  
Social Media tutorials here 
https://121socialmediasurgery.
eventbrite.co.uk

FOCUS ON 121’S
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01 MAR  
10:00 – 11:30  School for Social Entrepreneurs
Setting up a social enterprise  

02 MAR  
10:00 – 12:30  Mike Loomey
SEO tips and tricks to make Google love your website

03 MAR  
10:00 – 12:00  Dwain Reid
Ten steps to starting up your business  

08 MAR  
14:30 – 16:30  Veronica Broomes 
Pricing strategies and tips for business  

09 MAR  
14:30 – 16:30  John Avington and Xuejiao Fang
How to help your business succeed in China  

14 MAR  
14:30 – 16:30  Mary Jane Boholst
Successful networking for entrepreneurs  

15 MAR  
14:30 – 16:30  Cemanthe McKenzie
Marketing for small business  



M
A

RC
H

16 MAR  
10:30 – 12:00  Jose Santiago
Business finance for non finance managers  

16 MAR  
12:00 – 14:00  City Business Library
Small business networking lunch  

21 MAR  
10:00 – 11:30  Genevieve de Lacaze
An introduction to measuring social impact  

23 MAR  
10:00 – 12:00  Buzz Bar
2017, will it be boom or bust for social media?  

23 MAR  
10:30 – 11:30  City Business Library
Researching company information   
and creating contact lists

23 MAR  
Various   Colin Rutt
121 CV clinic  

23 MAR  
14:30 – 15:30  City Business Library
Researching the market for your business  

29 MAR  
14:30 – 16:30  Cemanthe McKenzie
Building your social media strategy  

29 MAR  
18:15 – 19:15  Renate Ciobotea
How to write winning CVs in the digital age  

30 MAR  
10:00 – 12:00  Nicola Millington
The ultimate guide to connecting with bloggers  
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04 APR  
10:00 – 12:00  Diane Hinds
Fine tune your business message  

06 APR  
10:00 – 12:00  City Business Library
Introduction to starting a business   

06 APR  
14:00 –16:30  Mike Loomey
SEO tips and tricks to make Google love your website  

11 APR  
14:30 – 16:30  Mary Jane Boholst
The secrets to the perfect elevator pitch  

12 APR  
10:00 – 12:00  Buzz Bar
Raising private investment for your start-up business
  
12 APR  
14:30 – 16:30  Cemanthe McKenzie 
Marketing for small business  

13 APR  
14:30 – 16:00  David Farbey
How to get public funding for your business  

18 APR  
10:30 – 11:30  City Business Library
Researching the market for your business  

18 APR  
14:30 – 15:30  City Business Library
Researching company information   
and creating contact lists 

19 APR  
14:30 – 16:30  Prasan Modasia
How do you protect your business from poachers  

25 APR  
14:30 – 16:30  Veronica Broomes
Pricing strategies and tips for business  

26 APR  
14:30 – 16:30  Cemanthe McKenzie
Building your social media strategy  

26 APR  
18:15 – 19:15  Renate Ciobotea
How to write winning CVs in the digital age  

27 APR  
12:00 – 14:00  City Business Library 
Small business networking lunch 



Guildhall Aldermanbury London  EC2V 7HH

Tel: 020 7332 1812
email: cbl@cityoflondon.gov.uk
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/cbl 

Monday – Friday 09:30 – 17:00
Wednesday  09:30 – 19:30

        /citybusinesslibrary              
 
 @cbl_london              
 
 London City Business Library
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